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THE CATHOLIC LAYMAN. 



[Febrdakt 18, 1858. 



■npreme authority, in matters of faith, to the Pope or a 
General Council ?'' Answer. I am certain jou possess a 
great intellect ; but am not so certain 'wbere it is lodged, 
whether in the pineal gland, or in the whole brain. So 
am I certain that there is now, and has been, many an 
article of faith, such as the real presence, confession of 
sins, &c., received by the whole Catholic Church — ^which 
reception makes them infallibly orthodox with me, though 
never, perhaps, formally defined by a General Council, as 
the nature of the Son was at Nicea. But should any as 
yet undefined article (as the immaculate conception was, 
some years ago) come to be questioned by some Catholics, 
causing dissensions within the Church ; then would ai- 
«emb1e a Council in communion with the Pope, pending 
which, the orthodox belief on that article would be in 
suspense, but no longer. After the Council, it is settled. 
But, you ask, by whom, or in what way ? I can no more 
Answer this than I can its parallel — the metaphysical 
question above. Perhaps this will be rendered more in- 
telligible by the answer you give to this question. Is this 
a Scriptural expression — " The Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit is one and the same God." or is the like to 
be found in any of the Ante-Nicene divines that have come 
down to our time? If yes, show me where. If no, 
then how came we to know so momentous a truth — so 
deep a mystery ? If you say neither yes nor no, but 
that we arrived at it by profound interpretation of the 
rhapsodial texts of the first three centuries ; then I reply, 
there is no knowing what interpretation may yet 
achieve. 

Tours sincerely, 

William Gekaghtt. 

[Dr. Geraghty has in the foregoing letter poured out 
such a torrent of references upon us that we can scarcely 
hope either to examine them all within the compass of a 
single number, nor, if we did, could we hope that one 
reader in a thousand wou'd take the trouble of perusing 
what we should write in reply to them. We hope, how- 
ever, to present our readers with enough to enable them to 
find their way through the labyrinth in which Dr. 
Geraghty's learning and industry has entangled them. 

In reply to Dr. Geraghty's question, " Where is the whole 
ctu-rent of Scripture in favour of investing a womAn with 
the spiritual supremacy, or of lodging it in the crown ?" 
we reply, that the " supremacy" which we attribute to the 
crown is a totally different thing from the " supremacy" 
which he attributes to the Pope. 

We believe with him that Christ has committed " au- 
thority" to His Church. We differ with him in thinking 
that this " authority'' is committed to " the Church," and 
not to the Pope. We do not differ from him by holding 
that this authority is given to the crown of England. We 
hold that the crown of England has no share or part in 
that spiritual authority which Christ has committed to his 
Church. 

B-.it we believe that the power of temporal law and exter- 
nal cbercion is given to princes, and not to the Bishops or 
the Pope. 

It is the duty of princes to support by temporal law and 
power the authority which Christ has committed to His 
Church. The crown, which gives that tsmporal support, 
is supreme in the administration of that temporal support. 
This is all the " supremacy" we attribute to the crown. 
We maintain this against the Bishop of Rome, who has 
claimed supreme control over temporal power in England 
in respect of spiritual authority. 

We may return to this subject again ; but we trust that 
what we have now said is sufficient to explain to Dr. 
Geraghty our notions about the " supremacy of the 
crown." 

We scarcely think that Dr. Geraghty has treated ti», 
or, indeed, himself, f:iirly, when he satisfies himself with 
replying to our assertion about Father Launoy having 
collected 44 extracts from the fathers, which treat the 
faith that St. Peter confessed, and not Peter himself, as 
the rock on which the Church was built, by saying "there 
mnst be some mistake here.'' Faiher Launoy is no ob- 
scure writer ; his works are of easy access to every man of 
Dr. Geraghty's learning, and we gave the exact reference 
to the place in which the extracts are to bo found." Dr. 
Geraghty does not say that he has consuUed Launoy, and 
that we have mistaken or misrepresented his meaning ; nor 
does he venture to assert that any of Launoy 's extracts are 
spurious. Dr. Geraghty will find that Launoy gives, 
honestly, nearly every name relied on by Dr. G. himself, 
with the exception of two or three comparatively obscure 
ones ; the only difference being, that Dr. G. makes out 
51 instead of 22, by counting l\\e passages quoted instead 
of the/oM€rs ho quotes, while Faiher Launoy, we think, 
properly counts each ot the 41 fathers only as one, though 
in some cases he gives three or four extracts from each ; 
if he had counted passages instead of fathers, as Dr. 0. 
has done, he would have much exceeded Dr. G.'s list of 
51 quotations, which we think ought only to count as 22. 
But whether the number in favour of Dr. G.'s interpreta- 
tion be 51 or 22, while there are 44 or 64 on the other 
side, we think we are equally well justifie<l in the assertion 
we made, viz , that there is no such universal consent of 
the fathers as to the true interpretation of the passage iu 
Matthew xvi., as would make it at all safe to base such a 
fabric upon it as th e Papal supremacy. As to the sup- 

■■ Open. JuDiili LauDoli, icm. r , pL 9. Lib. v., EpUt. vU-, u> 
GulleL Votllam, p. 106. Col. Allobrog , 178L 



posed distinction between using words in a literal and a 
casual sense (whatever that means), we think we might 
just as well retort the argument, and say Launoy's extracts 
from the 44 fathers were the literal, and Dr. G.'s the casual 
sense ; and, indeed, how the Church could be built upon 
the person of any man, except in a highly figurative or 
allegorical sense, we are at a loss to conceive ; in a literal 
sense the expression would obviously be mere nonsense. 
That our blessed Lord was speaking allegorically or figura- 
tively, not literally, seems to us to be perfectly certain, 
and if so, why might He not build His Church as well 
upon the faith confessed by Peter as upon Peter him- 
self, just as the Church of England may be said to be built 
upon the ancient confessions of faith known as the Apostles' 
and Nicene Creeds, or the Church of Germany on the con- 
fession of Augsburg ? 

As to the grandiloquent speech made by Celestine's 
legate at the Council of Ephesus, on which nothing turned, 
and which led to no recognition of the Papal authority, 
we think the " nemine contradicente" of Dr. Geraghty 
amounts to very little more than this, (even if we could 
safely rely on its authenticity), ' that no one was 
then so longsighted as to anticipate to what a length 
Papal assumptions were likely thereafter to grow, or 
so captious or ill-bred as to interrupt the legate in his 
oratorical flourishes. Pope Celestine, it will be recol- 
lected, wasi.nne of the popes who was concerned in 
endeavouring to foist the "supremacy" of Rome on 
the Church of Africa, on the authority of a false canon 
of the Council of Nice. So that we do not much 
regard what that pope's legates may have said. That, 
it would be a great delusion, however, to infer from 
such a speech that the authority of the Bishop of 
Borne over both the Eastern and Western Churches 
was then unanimously acknowledged we can prove 
demonstratively from the canons of the very Council of 
Chalcedon to which Dr. Geraghty also refers ; but as 
this would lead us into too long a disquisition, we defer 
entering upon that point for the present, hoping to re- 
sume it ere long in a future number. 

It is utterly out of our power to follow Dr. Geraghty 
at present, through the writings of St. Eucherius, St. 
Asterius, St. Orsiesius, or others of little note in the 5th 
century, nor if we could, do we thinksuch comparatively oh- 
cure writers could add much weight to such testimonies as 
those of St. Cyprian,i St. Ambrose, St. Epiphanius, or St. 
Chrysostom, ou whom Dr. Geraghty also relies, if they 
were at all clear upon the matter in question. We have 
not time at this moment to examine with the care they 
deserve the passages referred to, but from other passages 
which we cited in our 6th vol., pp. 17, 18, from t'.cse 
very fathers and others, w^e think we were quite justified 
in saying with Dr. Barrow, " How could those great 
masters more clearly express their mind that our Lord 
in those words'* to St. Peter did inculcate a duly nowise 
peculiar to him, hut equally, together with him, belong- 
ing to all guides of the Church, in such manner as when 
a master doth press a duty on one servant, he doth 
thereby admonish all bis servants to the like duty."' 

As to the quotations from Eusebius, St. Hilary, St. 
Cyril, St. Optatns, St. Gregory Nazianzum, St. Chrysos- 
tom, &c., in which St. Peter is styled prince, or head, or 
leader of the Apostles, and the like, we think they may be 
safely disposed of as beside the real question, which is not 
one of rank or precedency, but one of authority and juris- 
diction. A duke may be the head of the House of Peers, 
or a distingtiished orator the leader of the House of Com- 
mons, without having theslightest authority or jurisdiction 
over the rest of the house, in which he has the acknow- 
ledged pre-eminence in rank or talent. A celebrated 
singer may be the head of a choir ; a Cicero or a Demos- 
thenes may bo the prince of orators, or a Shakspeare the 
prince of poets, without implying the slightest authority or 
jurisdiction over either their contemporaries or their suc- 
cessors; and just so may St. Peter have been spoken of 
rhetorically as the " prince or head of the Apostles" with 
out the slightest intention on the part of the writer to con- 
vey that he had even so much power over the rest of the 
Apostles, as the chairman of a committee or president of 
a society has over the body whose deliberations he pre- 
sides over. 

We asked our correspondent a simple question, whether 
he considers the supreme authority in matters of laith to 
be the pope or a general council ; and in doing so we only 
asked, in fact, to which of two great parties, which Ion;; 
divided the Roman Catholic Church, Dr. G. belongs. This 
was the great question discussed and decided one way by 
the Council of Basle, a.d. 1432-1438, but whose decrees 
were aftcr» ards disputed by the popes. It is, we thinii, 
a question that must be decided by every sincere Ko- 
maii Catholic one way or other; and if Dr. G. ex- 
pects to convert us or our readers to bis Church, he is 
bound distinctly to let us know wbere its authority is 

' It Is & great mistake to suppose that the Records of the Councils, 
as we have them now, were drawn up and settled In the Council!, 
themselves. Of some part* of those Kecord^, such as the Canons, 
Cre< ds, &c., we have pruof fiom the first. Some other parts or the pre- 
sent Record', weha?eiioautboiity fort-xci-pt Anastasiuy, the librarian 
of the Pope's library at Kome, abom' the year 870; remarkable for the 
publication of many furKOd and interpolated dociim<*nts. 

J As to St. CyprlaD, we have an article in type, for which we have 
not room in our present number ; and we hope to take aa early op- 
portunity to ex imine Dr. Geraghty's temainmg quotatioos also. 
* John xxi., 15-17- *'F«ea my sheep.'* 
' Baiiow on the Supremacy, p. 103. 



seated. No one, for instance, can now join the Boman 

Catholic Church without (we presume) adopting, with the 
rest, the recently defined dogma of the immaculate con- 
ception. We know that it was not defined by the authority 
of a general council. If the seat of supreme authority in 
matters of faith be in the pope, then we should be boimcl 
by this newly defined article of faith ; but if the seat of 
infallibility be in a general council, or in a general council 
jointly with the pope, we should not be bound to receive thig 
dogma. It is, therefore, not a merely theoretical ormeta- 
physical, but a practical inquiry of the utmost importance. 
We can very well, with Dr. G., afford to confess our 
ignorance where the intellect is lodged, whether it be in 
the pineal gland or in the whole brain ; for it does not 
in the least degree alter or modify our estimate either as 
to the power or soundness of the intellect, whether it is 
situated in the one or in the other. It is quite otherwise 
of the scat of authority. We rather collect that Dr. G. 
thinks a general council necessary; for he says, " Should 
any undefined article (such as the immaculate conception 
was some years ago) come to be questioned by some Ca- 
tholics, causing dissensions within the Church, then would 
assemble a council in communion with the pope, pending 
which the orthodox belief on that article would be in sus- 
pense, but no longer. After the council, it is settled." 
But we think, if this be Dr. G.'s opinion, viz., that a 
general council, in connection with the pope, is necessary, 
we must still consider the disputed doctrine of the imma- 
culate conception to be in suspense ; for, assuredly, it was 
not only questioned by multitudes of Soman Catholics, 
and caused terrible dissensions within the Church for 
several centuries, but no council has yet assembled to de- 
fine it. The pope took on himself to do so by bis own 
authority, without a council. Therefore it must, according 
to that view, be still is suspense, and not yet settled ! Will 
Dr. G. tell us frankly, is that doctrine yet settled or is it 
in suspense? We are sure he is candid and mauly enough 
to give us a distinct answer. And we pause to receive it. 
We do not think our correspondent can parry the question 
which involves so disputed a point, by asking us another 
about a matter in which we fully agree — viz., the mysterious 
doctrine of the Holy Trinity. If he requires to know how we 
came to believe in it, we answer frankly , because we thinkH 
to be capable of satisfactory proof out of the holy Scriptures, 
which we believe to contain all things necessary to salva- 
tion. As to the word Trinity, as it is not to be found in 
Scripture, we attach no importance to it, except as a 
convenient and expressive term universally used by all 
denominations of Christiaiis, whether agreeing with it or 
not. If a man believes in the Divinity of our blessed Lord, 
and the personality of the Holy Ghost, and is baptized in 
the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, as our Lord 
commanded before He ascended into heaven, he is a be- 
liever in the Trinity, though he had never heard the word 
in his lifetime. This is no matter of " profound interpreta- 
tion"or " rhapsodical texts ;" though we, of course, are forti- 
fied in the soundness of our interpretation by finding that 
it was the uniform belief of the first three centuries, and 
that none of the ante-Kicene fathers can be shown to have 
entertained the slightest doubt or difference of opinion on 
it. Till the time of Arius, about the year 315, we can 
find no trace of any contrary opinion in any part of the 
Christian Church, and we know that the new opinion was 
scarcely publicly stated, when the whole Church of 
Alexandria, of which Arius was a presbyter, was at once 
in arms, and within five years at the utmost, in ad. 320, 
Anus's doctrine was condemned, and Arius himself, nith 
several of the clergy who followed him, were excommuni- 
cated and expelled from the city, by a council of nearly 
one -hundred bishops of -iEgypt and Lybia, held at Alex- 
andria, as recorded by St. Epiphanius (Haer. 69, n. 3). 
But even if we could not so clearly trace the rise and date 
of the Anti-Trinitarian heresy, we should still be quite 
satisfied that the doctrine of the Trinity was a revealed 
truth, from the holy Scriptures alone, which we hold to be, 
when rightly interpreted, according to the rules of sound 
criticism, the rule of faith given us by God to guide B» 
into all truth. 



KEENAN'S CATECHISM IN KILPATRICK. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE CATDOLIC LAYMAN. 

Sir,— 1 met Peter Doyle again last Sunday morning, and 
said I, " What's become of you ever since, Peter ? the 
boys have been looking out for you and were disappointed 
you did not come." " Well," said lie, " we left otf in the 
middle of a chapter of Keeniin, and I don't mind going 
to finish it for you." " I think," said I, " that as you 
read us your books the Inst couple of evenings, it would 
be only fair play now that you should hear a little of 
ours ; but. however, we'll take you on your own terms, 
and Keenan let it be." 

So when he came up and got out his book : " Do you 
remember,'' said he, " that 1 left off where he was saying 
how the Catholic doctrines are misrepresented by Pro- 
testants." 

Q. ^^Do not these ministers labour earnestly to imprest 
the people with the notion ll.at our doctrines are absurd t" 

[A. "Yes; and by this have prevented many from 
inquiring. Yet how unfounded is this assertion. If our 
doctrines are absurd, why are they believed by Gre-sixtbc 
of Christianity ? '] 

'* By how much?'' said Malone. 

"Five-sixths of Christianity," said Peter. 
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" Well," said Malone, " Eeenan m not the imn, I tee, 
to be afraid of a whopper when he thinks it will help the 
good cause. Why, yuu'U see in the Cathouc Latmak, 
(ce vol. ii , p. 40, that, according to their calculations, in- 
stead uf being fire-sixiha, the Bunun CMkalic» are Jess 
tban the half/* 

'' Oh, ' said Peter, " Keenan gives yon his prools. Turn 
to p. 88, and you'll And tbcm. He takes his figures out 
of the Scienttfic Miaeetiany " 

" Why, then." aike I Malone, " what book is that ; for 
I Deter he.ird of it before ?" 

•* Tbt-n, with all ynur teaming," said Peter, " don't 
TOO ihink there s lots of books in the world that you nerer 
heard ot?" 

•' I'll tell you why I ask," said Malone. " When ft 
book is quoted in the Catholic Layman they ^ive you 
chapter and verse for it ; ihey tell you where the book 
was printed, what edicioii they use, nnd in what volume 
and paj>e the thing is to be found; co that any person of 
learning can see whether they are quoting Mr or not. 
But 1 once was up at our clergyman's, Mr. Townsend's, 
and it is he that has more b»oks than you'd see in a day's 
walk ; and I asked him to show me some uf the passages 
that Keenan quotes, and he tok) me thatbitlfof Keenan's 
quotations are oat of bookii of no authm-ity whatever, 
the very names of which are hardly ever heard of. and as 
to the other half he does not give a page or a chapter, so 
that you might as well look for a needle in a bundle of 
hay as try to find one of his quotations. ' And,' says Mr. 
Townsend, ' they say that when Sir Walter Scott was at 
a loss for a quotation he used to invent some lines and 
•ay he took them from an old play ; and we mi^'ht sus- 
pect Eeenan of doing the same, only that I suppose the 
truth was, he copied these quotations in a himp out of 
other Riiman Catholic books, and dorS not know himself 
any more than you do where the originals are to be 
found.' But." continued Malone, '* I b«-g panlon for in- 
terrupting you. Go on and let us hear how the Scientific 
Miscellany, whatever that is, makes out that out of every 
six Christians five are Roman Catholics." 

" Well," said Doyle, "here are Keenan's numbers, p. 
18, 'The total number of Protestants in the world is 
48,985,000; the total number of Greeks is 56,360,000; 
while the Catholics are 251,655,000 ; that is, the Cdtho- 
lics are six to one.' " 

Well, if you didn't know before that Malone was the 
•ehoolmaster, you miuht have found it out then ; he 
seemed so glad at getting a sura to do. " What's iliat, 
what's that ?" said he. " There are," he .'ays. " over fifty 
millions of Greeks and nearly Hfiy millions of Protestants, 
that makes more than a hundred millions ; so that if the 
Koman Catholics' tfere five to one, or six to one, there 
ought to be five or six hundred millions of Koraan Catho- 
Mcs, and he does not pretend that there are as many a« 
half that number, for he only claims two hundred and 
fifty millions of Roman Catholics. After tha', boys, I 
think you have hnd a lesson not to believe more than 
half what you find in Keenan." 

Peter Duy e took a pii ce of paper, for he was not as 
quick at figures as Ma'one. and ho cyphered tliem over 
and over, but he could not make them any dilferent. 
"Well, ' says he, ''at any rate, the fij;ureashow that the 
Catholics are more than double the other two together." 
'•Aye; but "said Malone, "if the figures only show 
them to be only two to one, what impudence it is of 
Keenan to talk of five to one ami six to one But when 
he makes such a hash of the figures he puts down in Mack 
and white, one cannot put much confidence in what he 
does not give the proofs for. I don't pretend to know 
much myself of the numl)erg of the different reli.;ion8 
all over the world, but you see he counts all the Greek 
Christians in the world as fifty-six millions. Well in 
this article in the Catbolic Lavman, which makes out 
Roman Catholics to be le»i than half, the populatiim of 
Russia is set down at 64 millions. Now, the bulk of the 
people in Russia belong to the Greek Church, and, if you 
knock off the odd four millions tor Dissenters, you get 
more Greek Christians in Russia alone than Keenan has 
set down for thetn in the whole woild." 

'' Wtll, let me look at his account of the Protestants. 
I see he counts, in .'Vmnrica, thirty-four millions Rihuhu 
Catholics and only nine mi liuns Protestants. Why the 
population of the United States alone is over twenty mil- 
lions and not a quarter of them Roman Catholics. 1 see 
be putsdoun in Oceanica— that is to say, Australia and 
that part of the worM — three millions and ahafof Rumun 
Catholics and oidy fifty thous.iiid Prote-^tanis ; that is to 
say. about 70 Roman Catholics to every one Protectant. 
I'd like ti> know where all these Roman Catholics are to 
be found ; for I have always beard that in that part of the 
world there are more Protestants of the two. I say, 
Peter, yon may take those figures of yours to light the 
fire with, fur they are tvortb nothing." 

Peter was not willing to give up hit fignres so easily, 
and was goin<; on wrangling about a million here and a 
million there ; till Malone cried — 

"Tut, tut, man, do you suppose the question which re- 
ligion is the right one is to be decided by counting heads. 
If that was the case, it vuuld go hard with Christianity ; 
for, alter being preached now lor nearly two thousanti 
vears, ii is still sadly in the minority, with respect to the 
beatlien. And if your Mr. Keenan was in the east and 
Was driven to cuaui heads with the HiadooB or the Bud- 



dhists, he'd be very glad then to press into his service all the 
Protestants, much as he de<p)Ses them now, and I have no 
doubt he'd find ttvice as many uf them to take credit for 
as he is able to di cover now. And if any Hindoo were 
to answer him then in his own words, ' How can oar 
doctrines be absurd when so miny millions beiieve in 
them ?" I think Father Keenan would say then that this 
was as good for nothing an argument as ever was hruu^lit 
ibrward. So that when I went to piUl Keenan's fioures to 
pieces, it was not that I cared if every one of ih-m was 
right ; but I could not help taking a shot at his dishonesty 
when 1 saw that he was not satined with piuting down 
fancy figures for the numbers uf both religions, but when 
he saw that his own figures only made out Roman Catholics 
to be two to one, boldJy calling it five to one and six to 
one.'' 
" Well,'" said Peter, "let me go on with the reading." 
[" If our doctrines are absurd, why are they believed by 
five-sixths of Christianity ? why ai e the learned the best 
Catholics? and why is it that it is the most learned 
ministers of Oxford and Cambridge who are dai'y be- 
coming Catholic ?"] 

"The learned tile best Catholics," said Malone; ''that's 
just as true as the other story about the five-sixths. 
Wl<y, if there was ever any doubt on which side the 
learning lay, there can be none now, after the conversions 
yuu are talking about." 

" I don't see what yon are driving at," says Peter. 
'• Suppose," said Malone, " you said your piuuoh was 
the best, and Gasteen said his was the best, 1 might not 
know which of you was in the right; but if I saw that 
whenever he could get the use of yours, he never would 
employ his own at all, then there could be no mistake 
about it. Now, a few years ago, I might say the Pro- 
testant clergy had the most learning, aud you might say 
ytmr priests had the most learning, and no one could 
decide between us. But now it's easy to see If a priest 
conies over to our side, no one makes much of him, or 
thinks he is better educated than our clergy, and they 
say thit sometimes he is sent back to school to learn 
Greek. But when \ ou get over a few of our c ergy, they 
take the shine out of all ynur own; it's they that pi each 
all your sermons, and write y.-ur books, and joi have 
got some of them now to set up a (^atholiv University in 
Dublin, to give you a little of their learning." 

" Well " said Doyle, ''you can't deny we have got the 
learned men over now." 

" Ah I" said Malone, "Flaherty here will tell you that 
in nil his fishing he never made so good a haul but he left 
more tish in the ^ea behind him tiian those he took out 
of it, and you have got those that may be more lc<irned 
than those they came to, but not more learned than those 
they leave behind them." 

'• There's more about the converts," said Doyle. 
[" We have converts in everyclass of society, from the 
nolileman lo the mendicant. Tlie former by lieeoniing | 
Catholic has much to endure; and the latter is refused i 
even a cup of cold water, because he has become a member 
of the Caiholic relitiion, and .nil this is endured lor the I 
sake of our abnurd doctrines !"] | 

•' Well, boys," said Malone, ' tell the honest truth, did ' 
you ever know that to happen — did you ever know of any 
one refused a cup of water for turning liom^in Cailiolic'i"' 
'• I didn't, for one, ' said I ; " hut 1 know of Jimmy Bran- 
nan being half killed for turning Piutestant, and 1 know 
of Biddy Sullivan's life being almost worried out of < 
her by the other women in the woikhou^e because ►he ■ 
would not turn Roman Catliulic, and at last she bad to ; 
come out, and, on ly for Mr. Tow nsend, she » ould have ! 
starveil ; but I think if she bad turned, instead of being 
refusi (I a cup uf cold water, she'd have got the best of 
everything, and Mr. Doyle here would have been the first 
to give it.'' 

Well, they couldn'tdeny that I said the truth. So Peter 
went on. 

Q. [" Are not attempts made, even ttout, all over these \ 
liiuydoins to seduce the poor, and etpecially the young, bi/ 
the iiffir of food aud rwuieHt t" 

[" A. Yes; the etiucated, the instructed, and comforta- 
ble Catlioiic is beyond seduction, and the snare is set by 
heresy for the hung y and the wretched."] 

'•There you're hit now," said Doyle. "Didn't Mr. 
Townsend give clothes to the U rannans and the Cassidy's 
when they turned, aud hasn't he fouud work for them in 
his own fields." 

" And what was he to do," said Malone. " Well I 
remember the work tliere was when they came over, 
when Faiher Pat cursed ibem from the altar, and forbail 
all his flock to speak a word to them, or to sell them a 
potato or a drop of milk, and none of you would give 
them a day's work. And then because Mr. Townsend 
didn't let them die on tlie roadside you talk as if he 
paid them to come over. Sure it's yourselves you have 
to blame for his giving them anything. He would have 
no need to do anything for them if you would only have 
let them alone." 

" But what do you say to Mr. Townsend's schools?" 
said Doyle. " Doesn't he try there to get hold of the 
young and ignorant ?" 

" And what does Mr. Townsend do in his schools," 
said Malone, " that the priest doesn't do in his ; only 
there's one thing that's true for jou. aud that is, that 
Father Pat nerer troubled his head much about educating 



the people till he saw how Mr. Townsend's schools W(4« 
thronged, and till beaaw that if he didn't care to provide 
learning for the people, they would send their childre* 
to them that would." 

" Aye ; but," said Doyle, " you have not answered 
Eeenan yet. I want to know why you Protestants, witk 
your schools and your readers only try to pervert the 
poor and the ignorant and the children ? Why don't you 
face those thitt have learning, and see wluM (A<y woKld 
say to your arguments ?" 

" Well, anil don't we," said Malone; "or who do yon 
suppose the Catholic Layman is for ? Tou cant taf 
our side is afraid to face them that have learning, when 
they are ready to print the letters of any learned Roman 
Catholic that writes to them, and circulate, Mr. Towns- 
end tells me, thirteen thinisaiid copies of every number. 
And they have often invited the priests to write and 
show if they had made any mistakes or wrong arguments. 
It's not our fault if the priests run away and leave the 
laity to fight their battles fbr them. 

Q. " Do these seducers succeed even with the poor t" 

[A. " No ; for no sooner have the poor victims tried 
the religion of the seducers than they feel the remark ot 
Dr. Johnscn: The lacerations of conscience which 
they instantly experience make them hasten back to the 
altar of ih-ir fathers, to deplore their aposiacy and iai< 
plore forgiveness "—Life of Johnson, vol. ii., p 99.J 

" I don't know what Dr. Johnson* says," auid Maloae'f 
" but i know that many of those that came over to ul 
have stuck to us to the last. There whs Tom Cassid^^ 
when he was dying, and all his relatives «ere about hint 
begging him to send tor the priest, he refused to sea 
hiin, and said his whole confidence was in our Lord 
JisiH Christ. You remember what a Hght there was 
when he was to be buried." 

Q. '• /* there lot Mtmetliing very Uriking in the eOHvei<^ 
sions of the present day f" 

["A. Yes; themes' enlightened men of the Protestant 
Church, eien multitudes of her mini.-tei«, are crowding, 
of their own accord, into the Catholic Church, while the 
ignorant aud bigoted portion of the Protestant commu- 
nity are labouring hard, but without suircesis to seiluco, 
not the educated, butthepuorest and most ignorant of the 
Catholic body.' ] 

'• Well," said Malone, "if you have got any converts^ 
it wasn't their learning that brought them to you, but 
'twas in spite of their learning you got them. Sore 
there's Father Newman, the most learned of them all, 
has written a book to prove that the tloctrines of the 
Cnurch of Rome are not at all the same as those that 
were held by the early fathern; and that St. Cyprian and 
St. Chyso-toni dont know half as much about our reli- 
gion as Dr. Cullen. 1 say it's not leuruiiig that man wants, 
but common sense. His learning tells him quite right 
that the relis;ion Dr. Cul en teaches is very dift'erent from 
what St. Clirysostom taught, but when he says that Dr. 
Cullen ought ui know hcst, I say thats not common 
sense. But those that have come over to us, it's their 
learning that has brought them. If they hadonly learn- 
ing enough to read the Bible, they found there the best 
of all learning, and were able to sec that the dw-trines 
now taught by the Church of Rome are not the same as 
those taught by the Apostles. And those that h.ad learn- 
ing eouugli to study further foun^t thai the father,", too> 
didn't hold many of the new Romish doctrines. And the 
best proof that the priests know that learning and argu- 
ment won't serve their ciuse is, that ihey do their best 
to stop all their people from he^iring argument at all, or 
knowinjr what the I'rotestants nave to say for themselves. 
You all know very well how they have iried to stop people 
from looking into the Cath )LIc Laymak. by telling lies 
of it. 1 know how surprised some of you were when you 
cume to read it, and found that instead of i's containing 
nothing but lies and ribald abuse of your religion, it only 
contained arguments in a I'hristian spirit, and facts so 
hard that iioiiuof the priests could answer theiii. So, as I 
said before, the Catholic Lavman is a proof that Pro- 
testants are desirous to convince the understanding of 
the mo.st educated ; and if we are blamed for preaching 
to the poor also, we may be contented to liear the reproach 
in coniinon with our Saviour, since while his enemies 
asked bad any of the rulers or any of the Pharisees be- 
lieved on him, he wis not aaliatned to take it as a mark of 
his religion, that the poor had the gospel preached to them." 

We had more talk, sir, but this is all I have time ta 
write at present. Your obedient servant, 

Denis Gastbbw. 

* Mitloiift vat quite rivllt In roi takinu Mr. Keenan*. wurd Ttr ttlll, 
or. Ittdeed, Tor uny oiher, quotalion. \Ce biJ llie curhisily to turn t* 
(he pa.»agv jit Konwe I's Life of Jolinilun, and were astonbtled at tbe 
auilaciif ^'Htt wliicli ii bad been distorted. Prom tile manner in wtaicb 
tlie bbove fcenienoe It worded, a j one would buppo,e lliit tbe 
iienCence ywllicli comes between the word 'remark,' and ttie mitrksof 
quotation, contMins ttle wordii of '• Llr. Jotlubon's reinailt." intact, 
noAever, tliese worda ure Mr. Keeoao'ii own. xiid not Or Jubuson'a, 
with llie exception of the siiiKle word ** laeeratinn," wli.ci .Mr. 
Keenan iiseii uniaeanui.-lji, ai>d Dr. Jolin.on with great propriety Tbs 
latter Uses the phrase •• laceritlion of mind" to describe me suite of 
the llMQidn embolic convei l wb u brought to acknuwiedue ibe r;tisity 
uT ilocirines which, from his cbildnoiid, he llad reif'irOeu as sacred 
truih, and which had so lon^t lOtined, a-s it were, part of his mind* 
Such a '• laceration" must inevit biy attend the. Teriiiroing ut early 
aad aeep-ruoteu pn jidices, and i&ars place when 4 Hindoo is coi>v«rie4 
to Chrisitanity, just A« much as whi-n i Roman Cathoiie is conreruil 
to Protestaiitiaiii. But in neither case need there be nny laceiationor 
(onset nC', f.^r, on the cuiitrni t a m»a'» consuu-oce orders biia t* pro^ 
I f'Ss tbe belief wtiicn bis reaioa lelis bim to b« true— lii>. C, L. 



